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become more powerful and would torment sages and innocents unchecked*
Then Lord Vishnu sent Varuna the celestial incharge of rains and Havana
readied the forests near Jangir, Varuna created a sensation in Ravana to go to
make water. Lord Vishnu appeared in the guise of an old man and took the
linga from Ravana and kept it on the ground here before Ravana returned
from the privy. Ravana, unable to dislodge the Linga from the ground,
went away to Lanka. Later a cowherd by name Vaiddi, just like Kannappa of
Kalahasti worshipped the image with unstinted devotion and thus the Linga
came to be known as Vaidyeswara.
The forest around this place is full of Bengal quince (Bilwa) trees. In these
parts and in Bengal people take juice from the fruit and take it as a cooldrink.
The fruit is very big and the ripe fruit is very tasty. They keep a watchman over
these trees here and nobody is allowed to go near the trees. There are a
number of Jack trees and Bilwa trees in a garden near Jangir. When my
servants went there to bring some leaves from the Jack trees, they were allowed
to cut the branches of the Jack trees but were never allowed to take a few leaves
from the Bilwa trees. As it happened to be new-moon Sunday, I stayed here
for the day and after performing the rituals of new-moonday and Monday.
I left the place on Monday after-noon.
16th March, 1831
I arrived at a big place called Kahalagaonon the after-noon of 16th
March. There are two small hills in the Ganges here. There is no habitation
on the hills and there is jungle there. All commodities are available here.
There are about fifty houses of Kanauj Brahmins and Maithili Brahmins here.
The aromatic leaves c Karivepa' (Beggera Koevigi) is scarcely found
after we left our parts. But in every backyard in this place we find karivepa
trees. Coriander plants are also popular here spreading their smell to long
distances. Coriander plants along with safflower plants are specially grown
in poppy fields.
From Monghir onwards mountain ranges are coming to sight on either
side of the banks of Ganges. When we travel in a boat, though they are station-
ary, the mountains appear to be on all the four sides just as the sun appears to
us as moving from east to west by the movement of the earth though the sun is
stationary.
There is a big city Bhagalpur on our way to Kahalgaon from Jangir,
There is a Collector there and all the big officers are there. But the stream in
Ganges at the place is not deep enough and as our boats are passing through a
bigger stream north of that place, we could get only a distant look at the city.
The streams in the Ganges are called as c Dariya " by the boatmen. When
they come to a shallow stream they cry out ce O! Dariya ! Margaya.9' (Oh !
stream we are dead!").